Predation pressure on vertebrate animals under natural conditions is not easy to determine using direct observation and for this reason various indirect methods for assessing predation have been devised (Schoener, 1979). A criterion employed in the case of lizards, which has received a fair amount of interest in the literature, is the incidence of broken tails (Schoener, 1979; Bauwens and Thoen, 1981; Turner et al., 
1982; Vitt, 1983; Jaksic and Busack, 1984; Pianka, 1986; Vitt and Cooper, 1986; Brandl and Volkl, 1988) .
If species living in the same area are preyed upon by the same predators, a factor which should influence the predation intensity experienced by each one would be its visibility, if the predators hunt by sight. Visibility must be a function of size, colouration, behaviour, social organization, time spent out in the open and habitat structure.
Agama aculeata aculeata and Agama planiceps planiceps are two diurnal agama lizards which occur sympatrically around Windhoek, Namibia. In A.a. aculeata, the smaller of the two species, both sexes are cryptically coloured, and their olive coloured bodies blend well with the surroundings. Males are larger than females and this solitary species has a monogamous mating system (Heideman, 1992) . On the other hand, A.p. planiceps is conspicuously coloured and sexually dichromatic. Males, the larger sex, have an orange coloured head and tail, while the rest of the body varies from dark grey to bluish purple in colour. Females have dark grey to black body and tail colouration, with yellow coloured spots on the head. It is a social species with a polygynous mating system (Heideman, 1992) . Furthermore, A.a. aculeata has a shorter daily activity period than A.p. planiceps and engages less frequently in general activities such as running and foraging, and in breeding activities such as soliciting and territory patrolling (Heideman, 1992) . Bearing in mind the hypothesis that more conspicuous species are subject to more intense predation one might expect predation to be higher in A.p. planiceps than in A.a. aculeata.
As agamas lack autotomy fracture planes in their tail vertebrae (Etheridge, 1967) it may be reasonable to assume that they do not easily damage their tails by tail slapping during fighting. However, if a predator siezes an individual by its tail, sufficient force should be generated to cause it to break. Indeed Pianka (1986) has described the tail of agamas as being tough and not easily broken, and that regeneration is usually incomplete. In the present study predation intensity experienced by A.a. aculeata and A.p. planiceps adults was therefore assessed by the frequency of damaged tails observed. Samples of adult male and female A.a. aculeata and A.p. planiceps were caught on a monthly basis between 1987 and 1990 around Windhoek (22' 34' S; 170 06' E) in Namibia. Specimens were captured using a noose and the tail condition of each individual was classified as either intact or damaged. The latter category included tails which showed signs of regeneration. In the case of A.a. acutleata 152 males (mean snoutvent length [SVL]: 101.2 ± 10.5 mm) and 131 females (mean SVL: 83.7 ± 9.4 mm)were collected, and in the case ofA.p. planiceps I I males (mean SVL: 99.3 ± 8.3 mm) and 132 females (mean SVL: 92.9 ± 7.0 mm) were collected. Chi -squared tests were used to determine whether differences between different groups of data were significant (p<0.05). Table 1 shows that the incidence of damaged tails in A.p. planiceps males and females was significantly higher than in their A.a. aculeata counterparts. This suggests that crypsis reduces predation pressure on the latter. However, there was no significant differences between the sexes in either species (p>0.05 in both cases). This result was not expected because, with their larger size, higher level of activity, and the brighter colouration of A.p. planiceps males than females, more intense predation and therefore a higher incidence of damaged tails was expected in males. It therefore appears that other factors influence intersexual predation pressure, so that, presumably more vulnerable males have a similar predation risk to that of females. These factors could include differences in the escape tactics of the sexes or a lower male to female sex ratio which would result in fewer encounters between males and potential predators. These suggestions nevertheless require further investigation.
